ASCC A&H2 Panel
Approved Minutes

Monday, March 30, 2020





1:00- 2:30PM
CarmenZoom
ATTENDEES: Bitters, Blount, Heysel, Martinez, Steinmetz, Vankeerbergen, Wilson
AGENDA: 
1. Music 2031 (new course; requesting GE VPA)

· There is technical (how to play the piano) and contextual (gain insights into how piano music has shaped cultural values and norms) content in the course. The second element is what makes it a GE VPA course.
· Recommend that the exact grade breakdown for all assignments be added to the syllabus. The syllabus submitted only states, “Equal weight will be given to all classroom assignments and tests.” However, it is not clear whether the midterm and final juries are considered one assignment or two—to name but one example. Is it 25% for weekly performance assignments, 25% for weekly written assignments, 25% for performance critiques, and 25% for midterm and final jury? Or is it 20% for weekly performance assignments, 20% for weekly written assignments, 20% for performance critiques, 20% for midterm jury, and 20% for final jury?
· Blount, Martinez, unanimously approved with one comment (in italics above)
2. First-year Seminar-Katie Stanutz

· Katie Stanutz is the Program Manager for the Department of English. She earned her PhD in English at the University of Maryland, College Park, and won several teaching awards there. Although she is not faculty, her request to teach the proposed seminar was approved by the Chair of her department and by the Associate Executive Dean, David Horn. The Panel agrees with that assessment.
· Panel members indicate that the title of the seminar could be improved, could be more specific. Luke Wilson will be in touch with the instructor to give a few pointers on how to improve the title.
· Martinez, Steinmetz, unanimously approved with one comment (in italics above)
3. First Year Seminar-Zoë Brigley Thompson

· The title of the first-year seminar is “Reading Poetry in an Era of Climate Change.” And yet, page 3 of the syllabus refers to “novels and stories,” “films,” and “film clips.” 

“You will need to attend all classes and your participation in discussions will count towards your grade. Reading the novels and stories carefully is an important part of the class, watch the films at home, but film clips will be shown in class, so we can pause and discuss.” 

Could it be that this is a cut/paste from a previous seminar?

· The final project appears to be a poster. However, p. 3 also refers to a “film.” Please clarify. Also, would the poster need to be a physical artifact, or could it be a virtual poster?
· There are two sets of grade breakdown (percentages assigned to various requirements). They do not match. Furthermore, the first one (on page 3) has percentages that do not add up to 100% and the second one (on page 5) lists a reflective writing assignment worth 50% but it does not appear this particular seminar includes a reflective writing assignment.
· Clarify further what is meant by “planning” in the grade breakdown.
· Readings should be specified.
· No vote. (Todd Bitters will follow up and provide sample first-year seminar for faculty member to look at.)
4. First Year Seminar-Hannibal Hamlin

· The syllabus includes a large number of plays for students to read. Concern that this will be too much for a one-credit seminar intended for first-year students. Readings cut in half would be more than enough.
· Furthermore, the weekly journals of approximately 250 words and the oral presentation amount to a lot of work as well.
· Steinmetz, Martinez, unanimously approved with comments (in italics above)
5. First Year Seminar-Shuman/Paynter

· The sample proposal leaves out many crucial aspects of a syllabus: for example,
· What are the readings (provide at least examples of readings)?
· Flesh out the activities in the seminar.
· Provide more information about the graded assignments. Is the whole grade based on the portfolio? Provide more information about the expectations for the portfolio. 
· Include grading information/criteria for the different assignments.
· Is this seminar S/U or letter graded?
· Include the standard statement on academic misconduct.
· Include the standard statement about disability services.
· There is information about syllabus template here https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements
· There are good examples of first-year seminar syllabi here https://firstyearseminars.osu.edu/syllabi 
· No vote. 
